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“The Next Reformation”
Grace and peace to you!
Over the past few days I’ve been watching (on my DVR) the PBS docu-drama Martin Luther: The Idea That
Changed the World, which chronicles Luther’s influence on the reformations that swept across Europe 500 years
ago, beginning with his nailing his 95 theses to the doors of the castle church in Wittenberg, on October 31, 1517.
The idea that changed the world was that salvation was a gift of God given through the merits of Jesus Christ,
received through faith. This idea was revolutionary in a time when the Roman Church held that salvation came
through submission to its authority and the fulfillment of everything it required. The advent of the printing press
enabled Luther’s ideas to spread rapidly through Europe, shaping the Church and the Christianity we know today.
As we look back on 500 years of history, we are confronted with the question: what does the future hold for the
Church? This question is somewhat poignant amid the rapid decline of institutional Christianity and numerous
congregations closing their doors after hundreds of years in existence.
In just a generation, Church participation has gone from being cultural to counter-cultural. But what hasn’t
changed are people’s needs for what capitalism and consumerism cannot give and what comes only in
relationship with the living God among the Body of Christ. People need the peace of knowing God is near amid
chaos and turmoil. They need the good works of others to overcome poverty, illness, and grief. They need the
fellowship and support of a community bound by mutual acceptance, forgiveness, and service. And above all,
they need the truth of the Gospel, revealed through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
I believe a global Reformation is happening, right now. The Christian faith is spreading rapidly in Africa, China,
and in many nations where adherence to Christianity is punishable by death. Closer to home, the Holy Spirit is
reforming the Church into what God intends. Lutheranism in Leechburg is no exception.
For starters, we are joining with three of our nearby Lutheran congregations for an unprecedented celebration of
the Reformation on October 29 at the W. Leechburg Fire Hall—the culmination of over six months of
collaboration, planning, and hard work. God is teaching us that relationships with fellow Christians are more
valuable than buildings, denominations, or interpersonal differences.
I have hope because God is hearing our prayers and working wonders in your lives. God is making us a family
of faith to bring out the Christ in one another. Your stories of God’s faithfulness inspire and uplift me every
single day. God is empowering us to make a real difference in people’s lives through the sharing of our time,
talents, and treasure.
I don’t know exactly what the future holds for Lutheranism in Leechburg, but I know that the Reformation
continues as the Holy Spirit continues to act in, through, and sometimes in spite of our congregation to draw all
people into the love of Jesus Christ.
See you on Sunday,

Office Hours

WE WISH HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
1-Nathan Daugherty
3-Mark McCool
3-Mary Hey
5-Joseph W. Munko, Sr.
7 – Aaron Zalenski
7 – Elsa Zalenski
7- Austin Gagen
8 – Pastor Jim Arter
8- Brandy Muth
10-Mark Hebrank
11-Valerie Hassa
11-Beverly Illar
11 Sandy Rubright
14-Diane Kuhn
16-Jim Antoniono
16-Brad Belfield
17 – Mark Dalrymple
22–Susan Antoniono
22-Roger McKelvey
23-Tristan Zalenski
27-Nancy Nawrocki
30-Sara Rupert
31 – Emma Headley

The secretary is in the office on Tuesday and
Thursday mornings from 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

724-845-7518
Pastor James Arter
Tuesday – 9:00 AM – 10:00 AM
Wednesday and Thursday – 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Or by appointment

Office Angels
Thank you to all who come in to assemble
the newsletter. More volunteers are welcome

Worship Assistants
10/29 Reformation Celebration Worship

Acolytes
10/1
10/8
10/15
10/22

Olivia Smythe
Lexi Shaffer
Katie Muth
Jonah Zalenski

10/1
10/8
10/15
10/22

John Smail
Jason Delp
Alicia Szarek
Kenny Muth

10/1
10/8
10/15
10/22

Diane Kuhn & Cheryl Nelson
Janis Hill & Kathy Munko
Lois Bowser & Chris Fuller
Eileen Eshelman & Carolyn Shaffer

Assisting Ministers

4 – Corey & Heather Balog
7-John & Debbie Smail
10-Randy & Amy Dunmire
12-Mark & Maria Kramer
22-John & Margaret Krecota
26-Scott & Karen Kalmar
30-Tim & Karen Zimmerman

Altar Guild

Head Usher
Len Kalmar

Baptismal Anniversaries

Oil
In memory of loved ones
By Virginia Simon

3 – Jeremy Smail
5 – Jackie McKelvey
10 – Ashley Dunmire
12 – Janice King
14 – Richard Rupert
14 – Rachel King
15– Scott Kalmar
15 – Mark Girardi
18 – Emma Moore
22 – Justin Bowser
22 – Lynette Pellish
23 - Tabytha Hogan
23 – Emily Kramer
25 – James Antoniono
29 – Brad Belfield

Coffee Hour
October 8 – Volunteer needed!

Newsletter Deadline October 22
Wanted - E-mail addresses
Do you have an e-mail
address you would like to
share with the office? This
would be used to send
reminders and possibly items
mailed by first class mail. You
can send it to
felc@windstream.net
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Contact Information

Like us on Facebook and stay
connected with all that’s happening
in our church!

Pastor James Arter, 930 Wildlife Lodge Road,
Apt. 302, Lower Burrell, PA 15068
Phone 724-212-7240
pr.jim@comcast.net

www.facebook.com/servinggodgracefully

The Bible study meets the second and fourth
Thursdays of each month, from 7 p.m. until
8 p.m. October 11 & 25
Why do bad things happen to good people?

Ink Cartridges
Thank you to all who have
brought in ink cartridges. Please
continue to bring them in. This
helps save considerably on our
office supplies!

GriefShare is a
friendly, caring
group of people
who will walk
alongside you
through one of
life’s most difficult experiences. You don’t have
to go through the grieving process alone.
Our church will be hosting this grief support
group on Monday evenings from 6:00 – 8:00,
began on September 11. There will be thirteen
sessions. To learn more about GriefShare,
please speak to Sandy Smythe, Lois Bowser,
or Pastor Jim.

Blood Pressure check
The

third Sunday of every month, we
will be checking Blood
Pressure in the Nursery. If
you are interested in a monthly
record of your blood pressure,
please join us immediately after church service.
Those taking B/Ps are Sandy Smythe, Andrea
McCool, Amada Graham and Linda Mull.

Clothing Closet
We will be open every month on the third
Saturday. The next sale date is October 21. If
you would like to volunteer on one of the sale
dates, please contact Janice King.

Make your reservation!
The Reformation
Celebration –
celebrating the 500th
anniversary of the
Reformation is finally
here! We will hold a
joint worship service on
Sunday, October 29th
at the West Leechburg
Fireman’s hall at 11:00
AM. Four area Lutheran
Churches are
participating, First, Hebron, Forks Zion and St.
Paul Highfield! Reservations must be in by
October 15th. There is a sign-up sheet in the
Rotunda or call the church office. The catered
meal following the service is $2.00 per person.

Check out Pastor Jim’s BLOG page,
http://jamesarter3.blogspot.com where you can
read his sermons and Bible studies!

Prayer Ministry
We have a special place set up in the area behind
the organ console. The 3 windows are set up for
different prayer needs. There is a place for public
prayers (situations and people that anyone can
know about and pray for), there is a box for more
private prayers and another box for prayers that
just Pastor Jim would see and pray for.
If anyone would like to be personally prayed with;
we will be available on Sunday mornings.
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Harvest Home

Saturday, October 14

October 8

Come join us for a Prayer Breakfast at King’s
Family Restaurant in Leechburg! We will meet
in the private dining room at 8AM on the
second Saturday of every month. This will
be a time for fellowship and prayer. Everyone
is invited to attend! Please feel free to join us!

Harvest Home is early this year! We will NOT
be having a dinner this year to encourage all to
attend the Reformation Celebration! We still
want that wonderful Harvest Home atmosphere
by having the windows decorated (windows
only!) Windows should be decorated before
worship on Sunday, October 8th and
undecorated after worship on October 22.
There is a sign-up sheet in the rotunda. Are
there volunteers to host a coffee hour on
October 8? Contact the church office

Thank you!
Thank you to everyone for all of
your prayers for Justin throughout
his Army career. They were
greatly appreciated by all of the
family and especially meaningful
during his deployment to
Afghanistan. He recently retired
after 20 years of service. Thank you again.
Lois Bowser and family

Leechburg Historical Society
The Leechburg Historical Society will be
holding their annual meeting here at First on
Thursday, October 12 from 7-10 PM

Learning the lesson
Five-year-old Tom was having trouble learning
to live with his 2-year-old sister. She seemed to
help herself to his
toys and other
belongings and it
bothered him. One
day, when both had
been given a new
box of crayons, his
father heard him
say to his baby sister, “Laura, this is your new
box of crayons and this is my new box of
crayons. I won’t play with yours and you must
not ever play with mine. That’s what we call
sharing.”
—Told by the father, R. David Goodell

Sunday October 1
Registration 1:30
Walk @ 2:00
Leechburg/Gilpin Park
CROP Walk is always a day of fun and
fellowship for a worthy cause. For the past
several years, we have brought home the
trophies, most walkers and most money raised.
We can’t do it without YOUR support! Walkers
need to see Len Kalmar and sponsors, see the
walkers!
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How you can be a miracle

Women of the ELCA

The brilliant Boston preacher, Phillips
Brooks, once said: “Do not pray for easy lives;
pray to be stronger .... Do not pray for tasks
equal to your powers; pray for powers equal to
your tasks. Then the doing of your work shall
be no miracle, but you shall be a miracle.
Every day you shall wonder yourself, at the
richness of life which has come to you by the
grace of God.”

Fall Cluster Meeting
Saturday, October 14
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Registration @ 9:00 AM
Spring Church Lutheran Church
Lunch - $6.00, Reservations by October 8
Call Diane Baer 724-478-1786
All women of the congregation are invited to
the Fall Cluster Event “Do Unto Others”
sponsored by the Women of the ELCA, Cluster
#3. Registration, a light breakfast and social
time will begin at 9:00 AM. A presentation will
be made from the 2017 Designated Outreach
Program, Grace Youth and Family Foundation
of Butler, followed by a presentation by Dee
Rukert, “The Fourth Wise Man,” a Chalk Talk
program. The event will conclude with a
luncheon at noon.

—From a bookmark provided by Guideposts

Mandated Reporting Training
Cross Roads Community
Presbyterian Church
Monday, October 16 6PM – 9PM

Recognizing & Reporting Child Abuse
In a class that covers church-specific
scenarios!

Hurricane Relief
Checks or money orders should be sent to:
Lutheran Disaster Response
P.O. Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
Write "Hurricane Response - United
States" on your check memo line.

This 3-hour workshop will provide you with the
required training in a format that will make
sense of your situation working with youth in
your church. You will receive a certificate upon
completion of the workshop. Provided FREE by
the Presbytery of Kiskiminetas, with Rev. Kathy
Nice (Shelocta Presbyterian Church) as
workshop leaders We encourage you to sign
up soon to complete your once-every-5-year
training. This training is eligible for Act 31, Act
48 (Act 126) credits. Reservations should be
turned in by Thursday, October 12th.
Call Cross Roads at 724-845-1901 or email
them at church@crcpc.org

The greatest of all mistakes is to do
nothing because you can do only a little.
—Sydney Smith

Optimism
Count your blessings instead of your crosses,
Count your gains instead of your losses.
Count your joy instead of your woes,
Count your friends instead of your foes.
Count your smiles instead of your tears,
Count your courage instead of your fears.
Count your full years instead of your lean,
Count your kind deeds instead of your mean.
Count your health instead of your wealth,
Count on God instead of yourself.
—Trinity Church Chimes,

Pessimism kills the instinct that urges men
to struggle against poverty, ignorance and crime,
and dries up all the fountains of joy.
—Helen Keller

Trinity United Methodist Church, Youngstown, Ohio
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