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I

recently attended a synod workshop where the presenter challenged us stop using the word
volunteer in the church. The reason: a volunteer is someone who shows up and does what they’re
told.

To be sure, volunteers are the pillars of the church—and it takes a tremendous amount of time and
energy for the church to function. Much of this work is unglamorous: like folding bulletins and
newsletters, cooking, cleaning, and budgeting. But volunteering becomes especially burdensome when
you believe that unless you show up and do the work, no one else will—and the church will be one step
closer to closing. Many volunteer out of a sense of duty, but find no joy in that work. Jesus did not
intend for life in his Church to be this way.
Luther taught that all persons have a calling from God—even if you’re not a pastor or missionary. A
calling is the exercise of your God-given gifts, talents, and passions through which Jesus loves and saves
this world. You do not have to be in the church or doing church-y work to be faithful to your calling.
Because you are called by God, your workplaces, your schools, your communities, and your places of
rest and recreation become holy ground. God intends to bring joy into all aspects of your life as God
loves the world through you.
In these trying times in the life of the Church, we need to think differently about ministry. We are, of
course, in duty bound to Christ’s purposes in the world. But ministry that is born solely out of duty (or
even guilt) isn’t really ministry at all. It’s works-righteousness—which doesn’t lead us any closer to
Christ.
Our congregation has a God-given calling—and you have a God-given calling. That calling is expressed
where your God-given gifts, your talents, and your passions meet the real pains and needs of God’s
people. That calling is expressed when the Holy Spirit fills you with energy and passion to go forth and
serve. That calling is expressed you find joy and rejuvenation in your service. You volunteer—and not
because you should, but because you can!
As we prepare to turn the page on a new year, I encourage you to think differently about ministry as
budgets tighten and we’re all challenged to find time for church. Don’t forget that Jesus is here in our
community to love and transform—and he wants you to join him in his work. Everyone has something
meaningful to contribute that will increase the blessing and joy we share. So ask: in what ways has God
blessed me? What does my community need? What can I do as a member of Christ’s Body that I am
passionate and excited about?
It’s not a question of “why should you?” It’s a question of “why shouldn’t you!” You are called by
God—and that’s a wonderful thing! Joy and new life await you!
See you on Sunday,

WE WISH HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:

Office Angels

1-Joseph Munko Jr.
2-Arianna Hey
4-Betsy Rupert
4 – Renae Blystone
8-Tim Zimmerman
9-Erin Talberg
10-Diana Renee Kuhn
11-Dennis Munko
12-Kathy Munko
13-Hannah Debor
15 – Greg Kiro
17-Kate Illar Headley
26-Christine Fuller
26-Joshua Hassa
26-Becky Panzak
26-Melville G. Reed, SR.
26-Laura McKelvey
28-Len Kalmar
28- Lillian Gabelli
28 – Spencer Libengood
29-Madellan Richardson
29 – Tessa Vakulick
30-Al Carter
30-Carlee Rea Kuhn

Thank you to all who come in to assemble
the newsletter. More volunteers are welcome

Worship Assistants
Acolytes
11/5
11/12
11/19
11/26

Victoria Hogan
Spencer Libengood
Tabytha Hogan
Olivia Smythe

11/5
11/12
11/19
11/26

Andi McCool
Margaret McKallip
John Smail
Jason Delp

11/5
11/12
11/19
11/26

Carolyn Shaffer & Cheryl Nelson
Janis Hill & Diane Kuhn
Debbie Smail & Sandy Smythe
Kathy Munko & Chris Fuller

Assisting Ministers

Altar Guild

Head Usher
Bob Carter
Oil
In memory of Pam Vargas
By Paul, Janice & Rachel King

16-Shawn & Diana Kuhn

Coffee Hour
November 12 – Veterans recognition luncheon

Baptismal Anniversaries
1 – Jakeb Zimmerman
3 – Val Hassa
3 – Bev Illar
5- Betsy Rupert
6 – Rod McKelvey Jr
6 - Jory Prendes
9 – Victoria Hogan
12 – Margaret Krecota
18 – Nathan Daugherty
21 – Jaime Hogan
21 - Zachery Prosser
23 – James Arter
27 – Robert Fulton

Newsletter Deadline November 12
Wanted - E-mail addresses
Do you have an e-mail
address you would like to
share with the office? This
would be used to send
reminders and possibly items
mailed by first class mail. You
can send it to
felc@windstream.net

Contact Information

Office Hours

Pastor James Arter, 930 Wildlife Lodge Road,
Apt. 302, Lower Burrell, PA 15068
Phone 724-212-7240
pr.jim@comcast.net

The secretary is in the office on Tuesday and
Thursday mornings from 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

724-845-7518
Pastor James Arter
Tuesday – 9:00 AM – 10:00 AM
Wednesday and Thursday – 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Or by appointment
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Ink Cartridges
Thank you to all who have
brought in ink cartridges. Please
continue to bring them in. This
helps save considerably on our
office supplies!

The Bible studies meet the second and fourth
Wednesdays Nov. 8 & 29 from 9AM – 10 AM
and Thursdays from 7 PM - 8 PM Nov. 9 & 30

Blood Pressure check

GriefShare is a
friendly, caring
group of people
who will walk
alongside you
through one of life’s most difficult experiences.
You don’t have to go through the grieving
process alone.
Our church will be hosting this grief support
group on Monday evenings from 6:00 – 8:00,
began on September 11. There will be thirteen
sessions. To learn more about GriefShare,
please speak to Sandy Smythe, Lois Bowser,
or Pastor Jim.

The

third Sunday of every month, we
will be checking Blood
Pressure in the Nursery. If
you are interested in a monthly
record of your blood pressure,
please join us immediately after church service.
Those taking B/Ps are Sandy Smythe, Andrea
McCool, Amada Graham and Linda Mull.

Clothing Closet
We will be open every month on the third
Saturday. The next sale date is November 18.
If you would like to volunteer on one of the sale
dates, please contact Janice King.

Surviving the Holidays
November 6 at 6:00 PM there will be a special
Greif Share, Surviving the Holidays. Please
spread the word. Anyone needing help to make
it through the holidays is welcome

Check out Pastor Jim’s BLOG page,
http://jamesarter3.blogspot.com where you can
read his sermons and Bible studies!

Prayer Ministry
We have a special place set up in the area behind
the organ console. The 3 windows are set up for
different prayer needs. There is a place for public
prayers (situations and people that anyone can
know about and pray for), there is a box for more
private prayers and another box for prayers that
just Pastor Jim would see and pray for.
If anyone would like to be personally prayed with;
we will be available on Sunday mornings.

Fellowship breakfast with prayer
Saturday, November 11
Tired of eating breakfast alone? Come join us
for a Breakfast at King’s Family Restaurant in
Leechburg! We will meet in the private dining
room at 8AM on the second Saturday of
every month. This will be a time for fellowship,
a short devotion and prayer. Everyone is
invited to attend!

Like us on Facebook and stay
connected with all that’s happening
in our church!

www.facebook.com/servinggodgracefully
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We Honor Our Veterans
On Sunday, November 12, we will be honoring
our veterans. ANYONE who has served in the
military, we would like to honor you personally
so we are asking that you email or phone the
church office letting us know that you served
and the branch of the armed forces you served
in. We would like to have this information even
if you are not able to attend worship that
Sunday. Worship will be followed by a chili
luncheon in your honor!

Sunday, November 19 @ 5:30 PM
Cross Roads Presbyterian Church
Pastor Jim will be preaching

Whew!

Social Ministry
will be hosting a
chili luncheon
on November
12 in honor of
our veterans.
We are looking
for some members of the congregation willing
to help. We need people to make chili, corn
bread or a dessert. If you would be willing to
assist us, please contact Lois Bowser or the
church office. There will also be a sign up
sheet in the rotunda.

On the Sunday before Thanksgiving, a
Sunday school teacher asked her class of
children what they would be thankful for during
the coming celebration. One of the boys
eagerly responded, “I’ll be thankful I’m not a
turkey.”

Council Nominations
Is the Holy Spirit calling
you to stewardship the
work and life of our
congregation as a member
of church council? We are
looking for four men and
women to serve, no
experience
necessary! Don’t miss out
on a great opportunity to
be empowered by the
Spirit in service to the Gospel. Speak to Pastor
Jim or Doreen Smeal if you are willing to serve.

A stanza for Veterans Day
As we remember America’s veterans on
November 11, we would do well to read again
the third stanza of Katherine Lee Bates’
America the Beautiful:
O beautiful for heroes proved
In liberating strife,
Who more than self
Their country loved,
And mercy more than life!
America! America!
May God thy gold refine,
Till all success be nobleness,
And every gain divine!
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Congregational Meeting
Part one of the annual congregational meeting
will be held Sunday, November 19 following
worship. This meeting will be for the purpose of
voting on the proposed budget for 2018 and
new council members. Please plan on
attending.
November 5 Our service will include a time of
remembrance of all who have died in Christ.
We celebrate that Christ’s death and
resurrection transforms death into a doorway of
eternal life

Abiding Gifts and Memorials
Abiding Memorials:
In Memory of loved ones
Given by Eleanor Shaffer
In Memory of Marjorie Lingenfelter
Given by Tom, Sandy & Olivia Smythe
Beulah Mitchell
Randy & Kathy Mitchell

Daylight Savings time ends
November 12

Abiding Gifts:
In memory of loved ones
Given by Eleanor Shaffer

Hurricane Relief
Checks or money orders should be sent to:
Lutheran Disaster Response
P.O. Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
Write "Hurricane Response - United
States" on your check memo line.

Thank you!
Thank you to everyone who helped make the
No Fear Halloween Party an amazing success!
A special thank you to the Delps for the pizza
and pretzels, along with the Hogan, Smythe,
Kiro, Kardos, Graham, Munko, and Bercel
families for the desserts and decorations.

A budget planning meeting will be held on
Thursday, November 2 at 7:00 PM
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The turtle on the post
Two retired men met for dinner one
evening. They began to talk about the
influence their fathers
had on them. One man,
Ev, recalled that every
time something went
wrong his father would
remark, “Well, remember
the turtle on the post,”
then the father would
walk away. Ev did not
pay much attention to
what the father was
communicating.
However, when Ev was a
college student and a bit more mature and
prone to listen to his father, he heard his dad
make the statement again. “Remember the
turtle on the post.” Then the father turned and
started to walk away.
It was then that Ev stopped him, “Well, Dad,”
he said, “what about the turtle on the post?
You always say that and walk away. What do
you mean?”
The father looked at the young man and
said, “Do you know how the turtle got up on the
post?”
“No,” answered Ev.
“No?” replied the father, “Well, he had
help.”
Think about it. Where would we be
without family members, friends or fellow
Christians to help, advise and encourage us?
The turtle needed help and so do we. “In Christ
we who are many form one body, and each
member belongs to all the others” (Romans
12:5).
—A true story told by Ev to Charles Ferrell

Advent Giving
This year, our Jesse Tree
will contain names from
Concordia Lutheran
Services. Next month’s
newsletter will contain more
information.
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