The Pastor’s Page
December 2017 & January 2018
“Making Christmas New Again”
I have dust allergies. Therefore, unpacking and putting up Christmas decorations is a most unpleasant task.
When we decorate our home, I begin sneezing as soon as I open the first box—and a major sinus headache soon
follows. As much as I love the decorations, I can do without the headaches.
The dust symbolizes how I feel about Christmastime in general. I love it, but I could do without the crowded
stores, traffic jams, cheesy music, TV commercials with jingle bells in the background, and the sun rising and
setting within the hours of the workday. Like the dust clinging to the decorations, Christmas magnifies our
sorrows and worries like nothing else. These are not so easy to avoid or ignore.
So with Advent and Christmas right around the corner, the question to be asking is: how can I my life become
more centered on Christ?
To me, this should be the litmus test for everything we do at Christmastime. We ask this question before the
promise that Jesus is born into everything that hurts and everything that truly matters to God. He is born into
our relationships with family and dearest friends; he is born into life together as a congregation; he is born in the
gifts we share with those in need—and he is born into our greatest hurts.
Trusting that Jesus’ presence creates new life, I invite you to consider if he may be inviting you to NOT do
something you normally do at Christmas so your life can be more centered on him. Is it really worthwhile to
stress yourself out looking for the perfect gift for the person who needs nothing? Do your family celebrations
have to resemble something you see on television to be meaningful and memorable? Is Jesus inviting you to be
free of anger and resentment towards someone in your life who’s hurt you—or inviting you to seek forgiveness
and reconciliation?
By that same token, Jesus may be inviting you to celebrate his birth by taking part in something entirely new!
I’m amazed at the number of Christians I’ve spoken to recently who are answering Christ’s invitation to
comfort and joy by doing for others. Could the time and money you spend on decorating and gift-giving be
better used (and better enjoyed) by serving someone in need?
Many of us would love for this Christmas to be as it had been in the past—when loved ones were still alive,
children were young, and families were together; or when there was an abundance of presents under the tree.
But regardless of whether you have good or bad memories of Christmastime, Jesus wants to make your
Christmas new again—and make you new again. This is a time for you to be born anew into God’s promises—
and join with Jesus in healing this broken world.
See you on Sunday,

WE WISH HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:

Baptismal Anniversaries

3 – Kimberly Munko
3 – Alexander Klazon
4-Nicole Green
4- Jenna Zannotti
5-Paul King
9-John Hogan
13 - Lacey Hileman
14-Lauren Marzialle
19-Michael Zimmerman
20-Ben Belfield
21 – Jeff Smeal
21-Amanda West
21-Christina Gestner
28-Linda Mull
28 – Richard Muth
29 – Doreen Smeal

1 – Pat Greenawalt
1 – Rebecca Panzak
1 – Sandy Smythe
1 – Greg Kiro
5 – Joshua Hassa
8 – Ariana Hey
10 – Chelsie Eshelman
11 – Ron Krafick
13 – Kati Headley
13 – Wayland Kiro
27 – Mary Beth Girardi

Head Usher
December – Len Kalmar
January – Make Shaffer

Office Hours

WE WISH HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:

The secretary is in the office on Tuesday and
Thursday mornings from 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

7-Bill & Betty Kepple
12 – James & Susan Antoniono
24-Andrea & Mark McCool

724-845-7518

Baptismal Anniversaries

Pastor James Arter
Tuesday – 9:00 AM – 10:00 AM
Wednesday and Thursday – 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Or by appointment

1 - Joseph Munko Jr
1 – Clint Graham
2 - Lois Fulton
6 – Beverly Woodside
7 – Joshua Hey
8 – Sandy Rubright
12 - Robert Cribbs
12 – Logan Cribbs
15 – Lindsay Smythe
26 – Renae Blystone
27 – Emory Bonadio
31 – Tifanie Gagen

Worship Assistants
Acolytes

WE WISH HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
1- Mark Kramer
5- Ralph Kuhn
5- Bill Nelson
12 – Austin Baker
13- Sharlotte DeVere
15- Jonathan Aber
16 – Vikki Hileman
20- Lisa Shanta
20- Jackie Munko
21 – Cheryl Nelson
23- Jared Woodside
27- Alicia Szarek
28 – Marjorie Carter
31- Bobbie Cribbs

12/3
12/10
12/17
12/24
12/24
12/31

Lexi Shaffer
Victoria Hogan
Jonah Zalenski
AM – Spencer Libengood
PM – Katie Muth
Olivia Smythe

1/7
1/14
1/21
1/28

Lexi Shaffer
Katie Muth
Jonah Zalenski
Tabytha Hogan

Please find a replacement if you are unable to
acolyte on your Sunday

Assisting Ministers

WE WISH HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
28 – Tom & Sandy Smythe
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12/3
12/10
12/17
12/24
12/24
12/31

Alicia Szarek
Andy Muth
Andi McCool
AM Margaret McKallip
PM John Smail
Jason Delp

1/7
1/14
1/21
1/28

Alicia Szarek
Kenny Muth
Andi McCool
Margaret McKallip

Altar Guild
12/3 Eileen Eshelman & Lois Bowser
12/10 Cheryl Nelson & Chris Fuller
12/17 Carolyn Shaffer & Diane Kuhn
12/24 Debbie Smail & Janis Hill
Christmas Eve Kathy Munko & Chris Fuller
12/31 Sandy Smythe & Cheryl Nelson
1/7
1/14
1/21
1/28

Eileen Eshelman & Carolyn Shaffer
Cheryl Nelson & Diane Kuhn
Janis Hill & Kathy Munko
Sandy Smythe & Lois Bowser

December 10 – 2:00 PM
Everyone is invited!

Contact Information
Pastor James Arter, 930 Wildlife Lodge Road,
Apt. 302, Lower Burrell, PA 15068
Phone 724-212-7240 pr.jim@comcast.net

Advent Ministry
Adopt a Resident
We will be adopting residents of the Skilled
Nursing unit at Concordia Lutheran Ministries.
Each tag has a wish list of three items. You are
not obligated to purchase all three items. Gift
wrapping would be greatly appreciated and
please mark the name of your adopted resident
on your gift tag. Items need to be at the church
by December 3rd.

TOWER deadline January21
Office Angels
Thank you to all who come in to assemble
the newsletter. Volunteers welcome.

Blood Pressure check
The third Sunday of every month, we will be
checking Blood Pressure in
the Nursery. If you are
interested in a monthly record
of your blood pressure, please
join us immediately after church service. Those
taking B/Ps are Sandy Smythe, Andrea McCool
and Linda Mull.

Remembering our Home Bound
We have 16 home bound members. Social Ministry
would like to give them all a special gift for
Christmas this year. There is a sign-up sheet in the
Rotunda if you are willing to help in this project.
Items need to be in the church by December 3

Wanted - E-mail addresses
Do you have an e-mail
address you would like to
share with the office? This
would be used to send
reminders and possibly items mailed by first class
mail. You can send it to felc@windstream.net

Guest Preacher
December 10
We will be welcoming Rev Peter Asplin on
Sunday, December 10. Rev Asplin is one of
the new Assistants to the bishop. Please plan
on coming and making him feel welcome! He
will be joining council for their meeting.

Check out Pastor Jim’s BLOG page,
http://jamesarter3.blogspot.com where you can
read his sermons and Bible studies!
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Ink Cartridges

Like us on Facebook and
stay connected with all
that’s happening in our
church!
www.facebook.com/servinggodgracefully

Thank you to all who have brought
in ink cartridges. Please continue to
bring them in. This helps save
considerably on our office supplies!

Together at Christmas
A Children’s Christmas Service

Window Decorating

December 17

Volunteers are needed to help decorate the
windows for Christmas. Windows should be
decorated after the Dec. 17 worship Service
and remain decorated until after the January 7
worship service. There will be a sign-up sheet
in the Rotunda.

We come together as the family of God to
hear voices of children reveal the saving
message that Christ is born for us all.
Recitations by the children in this service help
us to remember that we need to go beyond
buying presents, sending Christmas cards,
sharing cookies and wrapping gifts for this
season and focus our attention on being
present, sending peace, sharing joy and
wrapping each other in love.

December 24th
We will have our regular service at 10:30 AM,
the fourth Sunday of Advent. This will be a
special Service of Lessons and Carols
featuring Oh Come, Oh Come, Emmanuel.

Music begins at 8:00 PM
Worship begins at 8:30 PM

th

December 17

We will be using the beautiful St. James
Liturgy. If you haven’t been here for a while,
come and join us! This is always a beautiful
and moving service!

Following the annual Sunday school Christmas
program, we will gather in the Social Hall for
our Annual Christmas party! Take a break from
the hustle and bustle of the season. Social
Ministry will be supplying a light lunch. We are
asking members of the congregation to share
cookies for dessert. A sign-up sheet will be in
the Rotunda
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Blue Christmas
Thursday, December 21, 6:30 PM
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (Dime Road)
Blue Christmas Service, also known as “The
Longest Night Service”, is held on the Winter
Solstice for those who have suffered loss of
any kind and/or find Christmas to be painful
and lonely.

Advent Mid-Week Service

The season of Advent begins on December 3.
As is our custom, we need people/families to
light the Advent wreath and read the Advent
prayer. If this is something you would like to
try, please see Janice King or sign up on the
sign-up sheet in the rotunda.

Forks Zion Lutheran will be hosting mid-week
worship during Advent. They will begin with
soup at 6:00 pm followed by Joyous Light
Liturgy at 7:00 pm. All are invited to attend.

Congregational Meeting
Part one of the Congregational meeting will be
held on Sunday,
November 19th. Part
two of the meeting
will be January 28
followed by a
covered dish
fellowship meal.
More details will be in
the bulletins.

Attention Committee Chairpersons!
Year-end reports need to be in the office by
January 14th if not earlier!

Clothing Closet
We will be open every month on the third
Saturday. We will be open on Saturday
December 16 & January 20. If you would like
to volunteer on one of the sale dates, please
contact Janice King. We also have a group that
comes in on Wednesday mornings at 9:00 AM
to sort through new donations. Many hands
make the task go quickly.

Fellowship breakfast with prayer
Saturday, December 9 & January 13
Tired of eating breakfast alone? Come join us
for a Breakfast at King’s Family Restaurant in
Leechburg! We will meet in the private dining
room at 8AM on the second Saturday of
every month. This will be a time for fellowship,
a short devotion and prayer. Everyone is
invited to attend!
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A most important question

Pastor Fred Oleck asked the children to
help him construct a crèche during a worship
service. “Who journeyed to Bethlehem?” he
asked. “Mary and Joseph,” they answered.
He put plastic figures representing the
couple in place. “Who else was present at the
manger?” he continued.
“Shepherds,” answered one. “Wise
men,” said another. “Maybe the innkeeper’s
wife,” one suggested. Figures and animals
were all placed around the crèche.
Then a thoughtful 7-year-old asked a
most crucial question. “Why is the most
important one left until last?”
Why indeed? Shouldn’t Christ be first
and foremost as we celebrate his birth?

Orders MUST be in the
office by December 3!
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