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“Ending the Loneliness Pandemic”

February & March 2021

Grace and peace to you,
This morning, I opened an email promoting something called WarmLines—a toll-free number
you can dial if you need someone to talk to. It’s not an emergency hotline. If you just want to
talk, they’ll talk.
The fact that a service like this exists sends chills down my spine. But that’s the situation
we’re in right now. We’re not merely in a Coronavirus pandemic. We’re in a loneliness
pandemic.
It doesn’t help that in-person worship and activities continue to be suspended and postponed.
I wish I could tell you when the church will reopen. I cannot. I can tell you that Covid-19 is
infecting people in our community in numbers exceeding any we’ve seen in this pandemic.
Jobs and livelihoods continue to be devastated. And the pain to our common life has been
tremendous.
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But while we await our return home from exile, one of the simplest and most important
things we can do is ensure that no one, whether they’re church members or not, suffers
loneliness. If you need someone to talk to you, call me! My phone number is printed in this
letter! But I invite you to consider people you know who may be lonely—then pick up your
phone, or your pen and paper, and minister God’s love to them. If someone isn’t able to
connect to online worship, you can bring worship to them! I thank God for the people, in both
congregations I serve, who have ministered to those who are absent from worship. They
hand-deliver the bulletin and read them the Scriptures. They make sure no one is forgotten.
I know there is concern that when the church reopens, people will not return. I worry about
this too. But I firmly believe the present moment creates an opportunity for us to strengthen
our relationships and enter new relationships. People are naturally drawn to kindness,
acceptance, and hope. People want and need relationships that reflect the love of God for
God’s people. People will be drawn to a ministry that proclaims the life and love of Jesus.
With the Spirit’s help, we can meet the need.
So while we await vaccines, let us pray for those who are ill and those who serve them. As we
look forward to being restored to each other, you can end the loneliness pandemic for the
people in your life. I also invite you to consider how you can bless strangers with a smile, a
friendly conversation, or a random act of kindness. Thank a frontline worker. Give an extra tip
at the food counter. Show someone how much you care for them in Jesus Christ.
See you on Sunday,

1

Bible Study Series ................ 2
Sunday Night LIVE ............... 4
Leechburg Ministerial ......... 4
Thank You Letters................ 5
Birthdays & Anniversaries ... 6
Save the Dates .................... 7

Lent & Holy Week
Schedule

Abiding Memorials:
In Memory of Patrick Greenawalt given by:
The Greenawalt Family
Jerome Poydence

Whether we are in person or not, our services will be livestreamed as usual at:

In Memory of Clarence Bell given by:
Paul & Janice King
Tom & Sandy Smythe
Tim & Karen Zimmerman

https://www.facebook.com/servinggodgracefully/live.

Ash Wednesday Liturgy
Feb. 17 at 7:30 p.m.
Maundy Thursday Liturgy April 1 at 7:30 p.m.
Good Friday Tenebrae
April 2 at 7:30 p.m.

In Memory of Amy Dunmire given by:
Mary Beth Girardi
Jane E. Perkins
Terry & Carol Early
Lois Bowser
Paul & Janice King
Ralph & Diane Kuhn
Tim & Karen Zimmerman
In Memory of Those Held Dear in my Heart given
by:
Chris Fuller
In Memory of Frederick H. King & Mary Grace
Leech King given by:
Their Children, Dennis & Nancy Evans
In Memory of James Allen Leech & Daisy Alberta
Grinder Leech given by:
Their Grandchildren, Dennis & Nancy Evans
In Memory of Marg Miller given by:
Chris Fuller
Todd Miller

We will be having a Lenten prayer service and bible study
series, Walk Dusty: Journeying Together to Resurrection. To
login, visit https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9507613304. You can
also join by phone dialing +1 (301) 715-8592 and entering
meeting ID# 950 761 3304.
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Welcome!
Please join us in welcoming our new
council officers and members!
February

Clinton Graham—President
Michelle Baldersberger—Vice President
Lois Bowser—Secretary
Becky Panzak—Member
Victoria Hogan—Youth Member

Head Usher
Bill Nelson
Oil
In memory of Mark McCool
Given by Andi McCool

We look forward to serving with you!

Bulletin Sponsor
In memory of Joseph and Molly Prystanski
Given by Joany McMullen

Thank you to Margaret McKallip, Debbie
Smail, and Jeff Smeal who have finished
their three-year terms. We appreciate
your years of service!

March
Head Usher
John Smail
Oil
In memory of our parents
Given by Doreen Smeal and Lynnette Israel
Bulletin Sponsor
In memory of my grandparents
Given by Terra Kardos

Clothing Closet

Do you have something you would like to publish in the
next newsletter? Contact Terra Kardos!

The Clothing Closet may be closed, but
we are still taking appointments for
those in need! If you know someone
who is in need of clothing, please call
the church at (724) 845-7518 to
schedule an appointment.

terrakardos@gmail.com
724-889-7770

The Tower deadline for the
April-May newsletter is
March 17

Please, no donations at this time.
3

Leechburg Ministerial
The Leechburg Ministerial is sponsoring Friday
morning outdoor prayer services at 11:30 a.m.,
beginning on February 19. We will be gathering
at various locations throughout the community to
pray for their work, and freewill offerings will be
collected and donated to the organizations.
February 19 – Leechburg School Building
(Supporting Community PATH)
February 26 – Library
March 5 – Leechburg Police Department/Borough
Building
March 12 – Lower Kiski Ambulance Service
(Supporting ambulance & fire departments)

Virtual Sunday School
Do your children miss Sunday School? No problem!
First, Hebron, and Bethesda Lutheran Churches have
been teaming up to sponsor Sunday Night LIVE, an
interactive Christian education ministry for kids in
Pre-K through 6th grade! There are bible stories,
music, crafts, and more! It’s never too late to sign
up and join in on the fun! Our next meeting we will
be on February 14 at 6:00 p.m. via ZOOM.
We will be celebrating St. Valentine’s Day and
learning about the awesome difference we can make
when loving others!

March19 – Armstrong Primary Care
(Supporting HAVIN)

March 26 – Leechburg Museum
(Supporting Leechburg Museum & Cemetery)
April 2 – First United Methodist Church
(Supporting food bank)

Ink Cartridges

Thank you to all who have
brought in ink cartridges. Please
continue to bring them in. This
helps save considerably on our
office supplies!

To register or find out more, visit

www.servinggodgracefully.org/snl

DON’T FORGET TO SET
YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD!
Daylight Savings Time
begins on

Sunday, March 14
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Offering envelopes for 2021
Offering envelopes for 2021 are available
for pickup at the church. Please contact
the church office (felc@windstream.net
OR 724-845-7518) to arrange for pickup.

Thank you to the Sunday School children for the
beautiful blanket. And to Pastor Arter for the delivery. Happy New Year to all.
- Sara Rupert

Thank to everyone for prayers and cards, regarding the loss of my daughter-in-law Jean Rupert.
And to Pastor Arter for the prayer and phone call.
- Sara Rupert

Thank you to everyone who has called and sent
cards. I appreciate your thoughtfulness. They are
a big help while I’m going through all of this.
- Rebecca Panzak

Dear First Church Family:
Thank you for all the beautiful Christmas cards,
notes, gifts, and prayers for me and my family.
We are blessed by your love and support.

Your offerings matter!
Church expenses carry on, even when activities
are canceled. Please continue to give generously.
It has never been easier to give online. To
support our church with your offerings, visit our
website at

In Christ,
Pastors Jim and Elizabeth, and Rebecca

Thank you!

http://www.servinggodgracefully.net

Parish Secretary, Janice King has officially retired
after over 16 years! Thank you Janice for your dedicated service to our congregation! And let us also
give thanks to God for Janice’s faithful service.

and click GIVE ONLINE. All major credit cards and
e-checks are accepted.
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Sundays at 9:30
Via Facebook LIVE
We continue to worship via Facebook Live. Join us at

www.facebook.com/servinggodgracefully
And don’t forget to click the thumbs up
to like us and to stay connected with all
that’s happening in our church!

Visit our website!
www.servinggodgracefully.net
Want to read Pastor Jim’s sermons?
Check out his BLOG online at

http://jamesarter3.blogspot.com
where you can read all his sermons
and Bible studies, past and present!

12:00 pm—1:00 pm

Wed, Feb 10

Bible Study

6:30 pm—7:30 pm

Sun, Feb 14

Sunday Night Live

6:00 pm—7:00 pm

Wed, Feb 17

Ash Wednesday Liturgy 7:30 pm—8:30 pm

Wed, Feb 24

Lenten Evening Prayer

6:30 pm—7:15 pm

Wed, Mar 3

Lenten Evening Prayer

6:30 pm—7:15 pm

Sun, Mar 7

Council Meeting

12:00 pm—1:00 pm

Sun, Mar 7

Sunday Night Live

6:00 pm—7:00 pm

Wed, Mar 10

Lenten Evening Prayer

6:30 pm—7:15 pm

Wed, Mar 17

Lenten Evening Prayer

6:30 pm—7:15 pm

Wed, Mar 24

Lenten Evening Prayer

6:30 pm—7:15 pm

9:00 AM—10:00 AM

WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM—12:00 PM
THURSDAY

Council Meeting

contact information

Pastor James Arter’s Office Hours
TUESDAY

Sun, Feb 7

Pastor James Arter
930 Wildlife Lodge Road, Apt. 302
Lower Burrell, PA 15068
Phone: 724-212-7240
Email: pr.jim@comcast.net

9:00 AM—12:00 PM

First Evangelical Lutheran Church
358 Main Street
Leechburg, PA 15656-1356
Phone: 724-845-7518

If you are in need of prayer or
spiritual guidance, please call
Pastor Jim at 724-212-7240.
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