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It’s been ten days since the federal mask mandate has been lifted—but during my latest
trip to the grocery store, where facemasks are no longer required, the vast majority of persons were still wearing them. Why? Were all these people unvaccinated? Or are there other
reasons?
I’ve spoken with several persons who, despite being vaccinated, will continue wearing a
mask in public for important reasons: they are undergoing chemotherapy treatments. A loved
one is immunocompromised. A new baby has been born or will soon be born. They don’t yet
feel safe in public spaces. But you’d never know these things, just by looking at the person.
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Nearly every person bears a cross of some kind, whether it’s an illness, an abusive relationship, a lost loved one, a job loss, or an addiction. The reason why Jesus was so effective in
reaching people was because he connected to people through their brokenness. In their brokenness, people saw him for who he was—God’s only Son. When Jesus’s love takes hold of a
person, everything changes.
In a time when people are weary from the pandemic, fearful of the future, struggling to
make ends meet, what would life be like if more people of faith (like you and me) resolved to
show others the same compassion, gentleness, and grace? What if we saw our neighbors as
fellow sinners and fellow sufferers—without judging them harshly for having never faced the
hardships you face, or for having done things you cannot see yourself doing?

GriefShare ............................. 2
Bible Study ........................... 2
Church News ......................... 3
Schedules .............................. 4
Thank you’s ........................... 5
Clothing Closet ...................... 5
Kids’ Page .............................. 6
Save the Dates ...................... 8

Right now, there are still many persons who do not yet feel safe coming to worship. Some
are not in the habit of coming to church or exercising their faith due to all the disruptions and
chaos of the past fifteen months. Many more are hurting so badly that they feel cut off from
God.
Right now, our number-one priority is loving people—and praying for the Holy Spirit to
guide us, inspire us, and lead us in expressing that love in ways that raise people from despair
into hope. We all need a safe space where we can flee the chaos of this world and find healing
for our wounds. Thankfully, the Holy Spirit gave us the Church. The Church is not a place but a
people who share in the overwhelming goodness of God—praying for one another, sharing in
fellowship, meeting real needs, and seeing the face of God in each other. Daily life becomes
holy ground for the revealing of Jesus’s love.
Behind every mask, every face, every story, is a person who is loved and treasured by God.
We are Church together to love the world through the Holy Spirit—and witness the power of
Jesus’s love changing lives and changing the world.
See you on Sunday,

Grow in the grace and
knowledge of your
Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.
To Him be the glory
both now and forever.
Amen

2 Peter 3:18
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Abiding Memorials:
Join us for Bible Study!
We will be gathering in-person and on Zoom
every other Wednesday at 6:30pm, with our
next gathering on June 16 when we will
continue our study of the minor prophets.

In Memory of Al & Mary Carter and Mike Shaffer
given by:
Carolyn Shaffer

To participate online, click
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9507613304
You may also dial in by phone: (301) 715-8592
and enter meeting ID: 950 761 3304
Grieving the death of a loved one? We know it hurts,
and we are here to help. GriefShare will meet on
Mondays, 6-8 p.m., from June 14 – Sep. 6.
Visit servinggodgracefully.net/griefshare to register.
Contact Sandy Smythe with any questions at
mainesmythe@live.com.
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Pittsburgh Melanoma Walk—We had an amazing turnout for the Pittsburgh Melanoma Walk
as we joined together to walk in loving memory of Amy Dunmire. Thank you to everyone
who came out to support and help raise money for this important cause!
Pastor Mont Bowser, who
served this church from 1956
to 1965 will be celebrating his
96th birthday on June 26, and
simultaneously celebrating 70
years of ordained ministry! For
anyone who wishes to send
him a card, his address is
6 Garden Center Drive,
Greensburg PA 15601.

Sunday School - On May 2, our Sunday school kids
met for the first time in a long time. We had fun
eating snacks, doing crafts, running an obstacle
course and learning about how we are ALL made in
the image of God.

Do you have something you would like to publish in the
next newsletter? Contact Terra Kardos!

terrakardos@gmail.com
724-889-7770

Ink Cartridges

Thank you to all who have
brought in ink cartridges. Please
continue to bring them in. This
helps save considerably on our
office supplies!

The Tower deadline for the
June-July newsletter is
July 18
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ACOLYTES

June
Head Usher
Jeff Smeal

June 6

Tabytha Hogan

June 13

Elsa Zalenski

June 20

Olivia Smythe

June 27

Spencer Libengood

July 4

Graciella Kiro

July 11

Olivia Smythe

July 18

Elsa Zalenski

July 25

Tabytha Hogan

Oil
In memory of Virginia Simon
Given by Sandy Smythe
Bulletin Sponsor
In memory of Virginia Simon
Given by Tom and Sandy Smythe

July
Head Usher
Paul King
Oil
In memory of Frank Sinclair
Given by Donna Crawford
Bulletin Sponsor
In memory of Irene A. Hill
Given by Janis Hill

COUNTERS
June 6

Tom Smythe

Victoria Hogan

July 4

Doreen Smeal

Lois Bowser

June 13

Doreen Smeal

Becky Panzak

July 11

Terra Kardos

Clint Graham

June 20

Lois Bowser

Tom Smythe

July 18

Cllint Graham

Michelle Baldesberger

June 27

Clint Graham

Michelle Baldesberger

July 25

Victoria Hogan

Lois Bowser
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THE FOOD PANTRY

To Pastor Jim, Council and Congregation,
I would like to thank you for the gifts,
cards, and well wishes on my retirement.
They have meant a lot to me. I am
enjoying a new, slower chapter in my life.

We have now been serving the community for a year
with our Food Pantry. Currently, there are 8
volunteers that help maintain the pantry. We are
always accepting donations in the form of nonperishable foods, gift cards for food, and cash or check
donations made payable to “First Lutheran Church
Food Pantry.” We appreciate any donations to keep
our “Little Pantry” up and running to continue to serve
our great community of Leechburg. For further
information, or if you’d like to volunteer, please
contact Kathy Munko at:

Thank you again,

Janice King

724-845-8974 or EMAIL kathymunko@hotmail.com

Your offerings matter!
Church expenses carry on, even when activities
are canceled. Please continue to give generously.
It has never been easier to give online. To
support our church with your offerings, visit our
website at

Clothing Closet
The clothing closet will reopen on
June 19 from 9-1. Facemasks will be
required, and only ten persons will be
permitted inside at a time. We will begin
receiving donations on June 19.

http://www.servinggodgracefully.net
and click GIVE ONLINE. All major credit cards and
e-checks are accepted.
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JUST FOR KIDS!
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SAVE THE DATES!
Sun, June 6

Sundays at 9:30
Via Facebook LIVE
We continue to worship via Facebook Live. Join us at

www.facebook.com/servinggodgracefully
And don’t forget to click the thumbs up
to like us and to stay connected with all
that’s happening in our church!

Visit our website!
www.servinggodgracefully.net
Want to read Pastor Jim’s sermons?
Check out his BLOG online at

http://jamesarter3.blogspot.com
where you can read all his sermons
and Bible studies, past and present!

Mon, June 14 GriefShare

6:00 pm—7:00 pm

Wed, June 16 Bible Study

6:30 pm—7:30 pm

Sat, June 19

Clothing Closet

9:00 am—1:00 pm

Sun, June 20

Father’s Day

All Day

Mon, June 21 GriefShare

6:00 pm—7:00 pm

Mon, June 28 GriefShare

6:00 pm—7:00 pm

Wed, June 30 Bible Study

6:30 pm—7:30 pm

Mon, July 5

GriefShare

6:00 pm—7:00 pm

Sun, July 11

Council Meeting

11:00 am—12:00 pm

Mon, July 12

GriefShare

6:00 pm—7:00 pm

Wed, July 14

Bible Study

6:30 pm—7:30 pm

Sat, July 17

Clothing Closet

9:00 am—1:00 pm

Mon, July 19

GriefShare

6:00 pm—7:00 pm

Mon, July 26

GriefShare

6:00 pm—7:00 pm

Wed, July 28

Bible Study

6:30 pm—7:30 pm

9:00 AM—10:00 AM

WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM—12:00 PM
THURSDAY

11:00 am—12:00 pm

contact information

Pastor James Arter’s Office Hours
TUESDAY

Council Meeting

Pastor James Arter
930 Wildlife Lodge Road, Apt. 302
Lower Burrell, PA 15068
Phone: 724-212-7240
Email: pr.jim@comcast.net

9:00 AM—12:00 PM

First Evangelical Lutheran Church
358 Main Street
Leechburg, PA 15656-1356
Phone: 724-845-7518

If you are in need of prayer or
spiritual guidance, please call
Pastor Jim at 724-212-7240.
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