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The Pastor’s Page
“Resurrection in the Pandemic”

April & May 2021

It’s been more than one year since the pandemic began. Precious lives have been
lost, plans devastated, and the church remains scattered. Rooms in our buildings appear
frozen in time. Where once there was the sound of children’s laughter, caring conversations,
and a buzz of activity, there is silence. Though we have returned to in-person worship, we still
miss the ways we are accustomed to being church together.
Anxiously, we wait for vaccinations; for the ending of gathering restrictions and mask
mandates; and for a return to “normal.” But the longer this pandemic goes on, the more
convinced I become that there will be no going back to the normal we once knew.
Jesus’s crucifixion was even more devastating to Jesus’s disciples. They thought they
were following Jesus into glory, when, in fact, they were following him to the cross. When the
women heard the news that Jesus had risen from the dead, “terror and amazement had
seized them” (Mark 16:8). As wonderful as the resurrection event was, it did not mean a
return to the old normal. Confusion, dangers, and uncertainties remained. Nevertheless, Jesus
defeated death and the devil at the cross. Light triumphed over the darkness. Life triumphed
over death. God’s people received the Holy Spirit, and the Church was born.
All throughout the pandemic, you have lovingly reached out to others for whom this
crisis has been especially devastating. Zoom and Facebook Live have allowed many of us to
worship together, study the scriptures, pray, and hold committee meetings. We have been
blessed to re-establish connection with members who’ve moved away, and we’ve been
blessed to make new connections with persons we had not known prior to the pandemic.
Right now, we are in a moment to experience resurrection as Jesus’s disciples and
friends experienced it. Resurrection begins in the emptiness that has invaded our souls. It
happens where faith and hope inspire compassion and generosity toward those whose lives
have been devastated. Resurrection happens when we open ourselves up to the Holy Spirit’s
leading, ready to step out in faith to join into the new things God is doing.
We have good news that the world needs to hear, now more than ever: Jesus is
risen! Neither death and the devil, the pandemic or shutdowns, nor our fears or uncertainties
are any match for the grace of God in Jesus Christ.
Ministries may not resume as quickly or as vibrantly as we’d hoped. Some may not
come back at all. We will hurt in the absence of those who’ve died in the past year, or who do
not come back to church. But we move forward in bold confidence in God’s amazing grace. In
Christ, we are a new creation. We are church together, doing the work of resurrection for the
sake of the world.
See you on Sunday,
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Holy Week &
Easter Schedule

Abiding Memorials:
In Memory of Amy Dunmire given by:
Randy Dunmire, Amanda, Clint &
Mason Graham, Ashley Policastro

Whether we are in person or not, our services will be livestreamed as usual at:

In Memory of Shawn Kuhn given by:
John & Debbie Smail

https://www.facebook.com/servinggodgracefully/live.

Maundy Thursday Liturgy April 1 at 7:30 p.m.
Good Friday Tenebrae
April 2 at 7:30 p.m.
Easter Service
April 4 at 9:30 a.m.

In Memory of Marj Miller given by:
Bridget Skinner
John & Debbie Smail
In Memory of Patrick Greenawalt given by:
John & Debbie Smail
In Memory of Victor (Pappy Barney) Kolish
given by:
John & Debbie Smail

First Evangelical Lutheran Church GriefShare team
is currently trying to determine a safe time for us
to reschedule our GriefShare sessions. It appears
as though we will have a date picked within the
next month or so. Stay tuned for more specific
information over the next few weeks! We look
forward to being able to meet again and continue
this vital mission for our community.

In Memory of Clarence Bell given by:
Mary Beth Girardi
In Memory of Lillian and Vernon Kilgore given by:
Ralph and Joyce Kilgore
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bible study on zoom
We would like to inform the congregation
that our bell tower has been in recent need of repairs.
If you hear the carillon playing, you may have already
noticed a bell missing from the songs. This is because
one of our strikers needs replaced. Unfortunately,
the manufacturer of the original striker no longer
produces them, so the striker must be custom-made
which can be quite costly. Therefore, in order to keep
the system operational, a new striker is needed which
will cost the church a total of $4,525.00 to replace
and perform the necessary repairs.

Join us for Bible Study!
We will be gathering on Zoom
every other Wednesday at 6:30pm,
beginning Wednesday, April 7.
Our topic will be
“Walking in Forgiveness”
To participate, click
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9507613304
We currently have $2161.86 left in the Tower
Bell Maintenance Fund which we will be allocating
towards the balance of this repair. The remaining
amount of $2,363.14 will be drawn from Undesignated Memorials. Please note, the council has carefully
discussed and considered all options. But we have
come to the conclusion that, although our bells are a
beautiful gift to all of us and our surrounding
community, we no longer have the funds available to
support such costly repairs in the future. Unless we
receive additional gifts to support the Tower Bell
Maintenance Fund, then we may have to shut the
carillon down in the event that future repairs are
needed. For a small town like ours to have an
instrument of this caliber is very rare. A completely
new system would cost near $500,000. So won’t you
please consider giving a little extra occasionally to
help keep our bells ringing?

You may also dial in by phone: (301) 715-8592 and
enter meeting ID: 950 761 3304

Do you have something you would like to publish in the
next newsletter? Contact Terra Kardos!

terrakardos@gmail.com
724-889-7770

The Tower deadline for the
June-July newsletter is
May 17
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CHURCH IMPROVEMENTS UNDERWAY!
If you come to church, you may notice the new pop of
color as you walk into the Narthex. In addition, our
kitchen has also received a new paint job along with
some new shelving. Please join us in thanking Michael
Duceour who completed the kitchen updates for his
Eagle Scout project. It not only looks amazing, but will
prove very useful during future gatherings!
Stay tuned for more updates! Next on the list is our
Nursery which will soon be receiving a new look as well!

Mark your calendar for the Pittsburgh Melanoma Walk,
where we will be walking/running in loving memory of
Amy Dunmire.
When: Sunday, May 16 at 2:00
Where: Northmoreland Park
Please see above for further details. If you are interested
in registering and need more information, you may contact
Amanda Graham at:
(724) 994-7907 or email her at abd5390@yahoo.com
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ASSISTING MINISTERS
April 2

Victoria Hogan

April 4

Margaret McKallip

April 11

John Smail

April 18

Jason Delp

April 25

Clint Graham

April
Head Usher
Tom Smythe
Oil
In memory of Clarence Bell
Given by Terra Kardos

ACOLYTES

Bulletin Sponsor
In memory of Jane Balla
Given by Donna Crawford

April 2

Tabytha Hogan

April 4

Elsa Zalenski

April 11

Olivia Smythe

May
Head Usher
Bill Nelson

April 18

Spencer Libengood

April 25

Graciella Kiro

May 2

Tabytha Hogan

May 9

Elsa Zalenski

May 16

Olivia Smythe

May 23

Spencer Ligengood

May 30

Graciella Kiro

Oil
In memory of Kenneth and Hazel Clowes
Given by Kathy Munko
Bulletin Sponsor
In memory of Tedd Zimmerman
Given by Tim & Karen Zimmerman

COUNTERS
April 4

Tom Smythe

Victoria Hogan

May 2

John Smail

Lois Bowser

April 11

Doreen Smeal

Becky Panzak

May 9

Terra Kardos

Clint Graham

April 18

Becky Panzak

Tom Smythe

May 16

Cllint Graham

Michelle Baldesberger

April 25

Victoria Hogan

Michelle Baldesberger

May 23

Doreen Smeal

Lois Bowser

May 30

John Smail

Tom Smythe
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THE FOOD PANTRY

Randy Dunmire and Sulinn Matthews
would like to say thank you for the care
packages they received.
We have now been serving the community for a year
with our Food Pantry. Currently, there are 8
volunteers that help maintain the pantry. We are
always accepting donations in the form of nonperishable foods, gift cards for food, and cash or check
donations made payable to “First Lutheran Church
Food Pantry.” We appreciate any donations to keep
our “Little Pantry” up and running to continue to serve
our great community of Leechburg. For further
information, or if you’d like to volunteer, please
contact Kathy Munko at:

Your offerings matter!
Church expenses carry on, even when activities
are canceled. Please continue to give generously.
It has never been easier to give online. To
support our church with your offerings, visit our
website at

724-845-8974 or EMAIL kathymunko@hotmail.com

http://www.servinggodgracefully.net
and click GIVE ONLINE. All major credit cards and
e-checks are accepted.

Clothing Closet
The Clothing Closet may be closed, but we are
still taking appointments for those in need! If
you know someone who is in need of clothing,
please call the church at (724) 845-7518 to
schedule an appointment.

Ink Cartridges

Thank you to all who have
brought in ink cartridges. Please
continue to bring them in. This
helps save considerably on our
office supplies!

Please, no donations at this time.
6

THE KIDS’ CORNER!

Bible Memory Verse
"Don't be alarmed," he said. "You are
looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was
crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See
the place where they laid him. Mark 16:6

Answers: dark, first, week, woman, risen

Virtual Sunday School
Do your children miss Sunday School? No
problem! First, Hebron, and Bethesda Lutheran
Churches have been teaming up to sponsor Sunday
Night LIVE, an interactive Christian education
ministry for kids in Pre-K through 6th grade! There
are bible stories, music, crafts, and more! It’s
never too late to sign up and join in on the fun! To
register or find out more, visit:

www.servinggodgracefully.org/snl
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Sundays at 9:30
Via Facebook LIVE
We continue to worship via Facebook Live. Join us at

www.facebook.com/servinggodgracefully
And don’t forget to click the thumbs up
to like us and to stay connected with all
that’s happening in our church!

Visit our website!
www.servinggodgracefully.net
Want to read Pastor Jim’s sermons?
Check out his BLOG online at

http://jamesarter3.blogspot.com
where you can read all his sermons
and Bible studies, past and present!

Thurs, April 1

Maundy Thursday

Fri, April 2

Good Friday Tenebrae 7:30 pm—8:30 pm

Sun, April 4

Easter Service

9:30 am—10:30 am

Wed, April 7

Bible Study

6:30 pm—7:30 pm

Sun, April 11

Council Meeting

11:00 am—12:00 pm

Wed, April 21 Bible Study

6:30 pm—7:30 pm

Sun, May 2

Council Meeting

11:00 pm—12:00 pm

Sun, May 2

Sunday Night Live

6:00 pm—7:00 pm

Wed, May 5

Bible Study

6:30 pm—7:30 pm

Sun, May 16

Pgh. Melanoma Walk

2:00 pm—TBD

Wed, May 19 Bible Study

9:00 AM—10:00 AM

WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM—12:00 PM
THURSDAY

6:30 pm—7:30 pm

contact information

Pastor James Arter’s Office Hours
TUESDAY

7:30 pm—8:30 pm

Pastor James Arter
930 Wildlife Lodge Road, Apt. 302
Lower Burrell, PA 15068
Phone: 724-212-7240
Email: pr.jim@comcast.net

9:00 AM—12:00 PM

First Evangelical Lutheran Church
358 Main Street
Leechburg, PA 15656-1356
Phone: 724-845-7518

If you are in need of prayer or
spiritual guidance, please call
Pastor Jim at 724-212-7240.
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