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“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for
us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.” (Hebrews 12:1-2 NIV)
On a wall outside my office, there’s a picture of a birthday celebration banquet we held in June 2017
for nine members of our church over the age of 80. Sadly, all but three of those persons has passed
away. I miss them terribly. I’m sure you do as well. Though the pain of their loss endures, I cannot help
but be grateful for the blessing of knowing them. They shaped our congregation into the warm and
loving family of faith that we are today. They gave generously of their time, talent, and treasure. They
continue to inspire our faith in Christ by their patience in suffering and their confidence in God’s
salvation.
Nevertheless, we live in a world full of challenges and obstacles that prior generations could never have
anticipated. When we consider how much the world has changed, along with how many people we’ve
lost and how meager our resources appear to be, it is extremely difficult to look toward the future with
hopefulness.
Then I remember that Jesus lived, and his Church was born in a context exceedingly more dangerous
than our reality today. I also remember that the saints we celebrate endured the Great Depression, the
St. Patrick’s Day Flood of 1936 (which severely damaged our church building), World War 2, the
Vietnam War, the Cold War, 9/11—not to mention tremendous personal challenges and painful losses.
But God’s faithfulness brought them through all their trials. Then persevered in faith, hope, and love.
And when they were at death’s door, they were confident that Jesus was waiting for them on the other
side.
Today, the torch is being passed to a new generation of servants, disciples, and leaders. I have no
question that we are up for the task—especially when I see the love, energy, and enthusiasm of our
youth.
Though we live within a culture that no longer supports the church, the neighbor has never needed the
church as much as they do today. They need to be fed from our food banks and pantries. They need
clothing for their children. They need safe space to speak openly about their pains and struggles
without fear of judgment. More importantly, they need to be in relationship with people who love as
Jesus loves. We need the neighbor—and not just to fill empty pews or meet the budget. To welcome
the neighbor is to welcome Jesus himself. Faithfulness to God and the Gospel naturally leads to
relationships—and the more persons we welcome in Jesus’s name, especially when those persons are
different from ourselves, the greater our mutual experience will be of Jesus’s life-transforming
presence.
Today’s challenges don’t inhibit the power of Jesus. They magnify it. Despite every loss, change, and
challenge, we are still church together. We have Jesus, we have the Gospel, we have each other, and
we have the treasures of God’s love which the world desperately needs. Will you be ready when Jesus
calls you?
See you on Sunday,
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Abiding Memorials:
Join us for Bible Study!
We will be gathering in-person and on Zoom
every other Wednesday at 6:30pm, with our
next gathering on Aug 11 when we will
continue our study of the minor prophets.

In Memory of Lois Fulton given by:
John and Debbie Smail
In Memory of Lois Fulton given by:
Tom and Sandy Smythe

To participate online, click
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9507613304
You may also dial in by phone: (301) 715-8592
and enter meeting ID: 950 761 3304

Grieving the death of a loved one? We know it hurts,
and we are here to help. GriefShare will meet on
Mondays, 6-8 p.m., until September 6.
Visit servinggodgracefully.net/griefshare to register.
Contact Sandy Smythe with any questions at
mainesmythe@live.com.
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Clothing Closet

church
treasurer
needed
Don Aber has announced his retirement following
many decades of faithful service. We are seeking a
new treasurer from our congregation who has basic
accounting/bookkeeping skills, who can manage
payroll, taxes, church expenses, and create monthly
and annual reports. Please see Pastor Jim or any
member of council if you are interested.

The Clothing Closet opened on June 19th after
being closed for 15 months. Before reopening,
the room was entirely cleaned and sanitized.
For our first day, the amount of people that
attended was down, which was expected. But
those who came were so happy that we
reopened telling us numerous times how we
are a blessing and how much it helps them.
And even though numbers were lower than
usual, we still sold close to 900 pieces of
clothing.
For the month of July we did much better.
We had more people and sold close to 1,000
articles of clothing!
Our next sale date will be August 21 from
9:00 am to 1:00 pm, so spread the word! Also,
sorting days are every Monday at 9 A.M. If you
would like to help, we are in the basement; or
you can contact the church.

Your offerings matter!
Church expenses carry on, even when activities are
canceled. Please continue to give generously. It
has never been easier to give online. To support
our church with your offerings, visit our website at

http://www.servinggodgracefully.net
and click GIVE ONLINE. All major credit cards and e
-checks are accepted. You may also drop your
offering through the mail slot at the parish house
entrance.

Do you have something you would like to publish in the
next newsletter? Contact Terra Kardos!

terrakardos@gmail.com
724-889-7770

Ink Cartridges

The Tower deadline for the
June-July newsletter is

Thank you to all who have
brought in ink cartridges. Please
continue to bring them in. This
helps save considerably on our
office supplies!

September 17
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Thank you for all the prayers and cards
during my recent surgery.
~ Pete Williamson
Friends at First Lutheran Church,
“This is the message we have heard from Him
and proclaim to you, that God is light and in Him is
no darkness at all.” 1 John 1:5.
Your card warms my heart. The signers, most of
them I remember clearly and with affection; and
those I do not know, I thank you and, affirming my
love for you all, give thanks for our fellowship in the
Gospel.

Pastor Jim (and the good people of First Lutheran),

I send along my sincere thanks for sending
along the book, Praying Through Cancer, to
support my in my journey. I am using the
book and find it inspiring, thoughtful, and very
helpful.
I am getting through my 4th cycle of
chemotherapy and finding the side effects
remain tough and the fatigue is cumulative! I
remain very supported by my loving family
and excellent healthcare providers teams.
This past year has been so difficult for so
many… in so many ways. I hope that all in
Leechburg can find some time to rest, relax,
and re-charge this summer.
I thank you for your many gifts of
friendship, support, and care for my family
and me as it has meant so much to us all.
With much gratitude to all —

† Mont Bowser
THE FOOD PANTRY

We have now been serving the community for a year
with our Food Pantry. We are always accepting donations in the form of non-perishable foods, gift cards for
food, and cash or check donations made payable to
“First Lutheran Church Food Pantry.” We appreciate any
donations to keep our “Little Pantry” up and running to
continue to serve our great community of Leechburg.
For further information, or if you’d like to volunteer,
please contact Kathy Munko at:

Heidi

Thank you for all the cards and well
wishes, and to the Sunday school children for
the warm, cozy blanket.
Also to Pastor Jim for all his prayers. God
bless you all.

Lois Fulton

724-845-8974 or EMAIL kathymunko@hotmail.com
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ACOLYTES
August 1

Tabytha Hogan

August 8

Elsa Zalenski

August 15

Graciella Kiro

August 22

August
Head Usher
Tom Smythe
Oil
In memory of Alva L. Hill
Given by Janis Hill
Bulletin Sponsor
In memory of Walter F. Smail and Thomas Hepburn
Given by John & Deborah Smail

August 29

Olivia Smythe

Sept 5

Spencer Libengood

Sept 12

Olivia Smythe

Sept 19

Elsa Zalenski

Sept 26

Tabytha Hogan

ASSISTING MINISTERS

September
Head Usher
Mike Krause
Oil
In memory of Jim & Helen Smyth and Merilyn Lindh
Given by Tom & Sandy Smythe
Bulletin Sponsor
In memory of Kathy Aber
Given by Don Aber

August 1

Victoria Hogan

August 8

Margaret McKallip

August 15

John Smail

August 22

Jason Delp

August 29

Andi McCool

Sept 5

Clint Graham

Sept 12

Victoria Hogan

Sept 19

Margaret McKallip

Sept 26

Victoria Hogan

COUNTERS
Aug 1

Tom Smythe

Victoria Hogan

Sept 5

Doreen Smeal

Lois Bowser

Aug 8

John Smail

Becky Panzak

Sept 12

Terra Kardos

Clint Graham

Aug 15

Lois Bowser

Michelle Baldesberger

Sept 19

Cllint Graham

Michelle Baldesberger

Aug 22

Clint Graham

John Smail

Sept 26

Victoria Hogan

Lois Bowser

Aug 29

Doreen Smeal

Tom Smythe
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If you love to work with children, come be a part
of our Children’s Ministry Team. We’re looking
for individuals to help plan crafts, games, and
more. And with pre-made curriculums, it’s never
been easier!

Sunday, August 22 –
Back-to-School Pancake
Breakfast with blessing of
the backpacks

For questions or details, contact Pastor Jim at

724-212-7240 or email at pr.jim@comcast.net

Sunday, September 12 –
Rally Day and Youth
Sunday

or contact
Terra Kardos at terrakardos@gmail.com

JUST FOR KIDS!
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SAVE THE DATES!
Sundays at 9:30
In Person or
Via Facebook LIVE

We continue to worship via Facebook Live. Join us at

www.facebook.com/servinggodgracefully
And don’t forget to click the thumbs up
to like us and to stay connected with all
that’s happening in our church!

Visit our website!
www.servinggodgracefully.net
Want to read Pastor Jim’s sermons?
Check out his BLOG online at
http://jamesarter3.blogspot.com
where you can read all his sermons
and Bible studies, past and present!

6:30 pm—7:30 pm

Mon, Aug 16

GriefShare

6:00 pm—7:00 pm

Mon, Aug 21

Clothing Closet

9:00 am—1:00 pm

Sun, Aug 22

Back to School
Pancake Breakfast

TBD

Mon, Aug 23

GriefShare

6:00 pm—7:00 pm

Wed, Aug 25

Bible Study

6:30 pm—7:30 pm

Mon, Aug 30

GriefShare

6:00 pm—7:00 pm

Sun, Sept 5

Council Meeting

11:00 am—12:00 pm

Mon, Sept 6

GriefShare

6:00 pm—7:00 pm

Wed, Sept 8

Bible Study

6:30 pm—7:30 pm

Sun, Sept 12

Rally Day &
Youth Sunday

TBD

Sat, Sept 18

Clothing Closet

9:00 am—1:00 pm

Sun, Sept 19

Remembrance Sunday DURING SERVICE
6:30 pm—7:30 pm

contact information

9:00 AM—10:00 AM

WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM—12:00 PM
THURSDAY

Bible Study

Wed, Sept 22 Bible Study

Pastor James Arter’s Office Hours
TUESDAY

Wed, Aug 11

Pastor James Arter
930 Wildlife Lodge Road, Apt. 302
Lower Burrell, PA 15068
Phone: 724-212-7240
Email: pr.jim@comcast.net

9:00 AM—12:00 PM

First Evangelical Lutheran Church
358 Main Street
Leechburg, PA 15656-1356
Phone: 724-845-7518

If you are in need of prayer or
spiritual guidance, please call
Pastor Jim at 724-212-7240.
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