
From the Pastor’s Desk 

Leƫng Go for Lent 
Grace and peace to you! 

Four years ago, the arrival of Lent nearly coincided with the arrival of the Covid-19 
pandemic, which changed our world in ways we could not have imagined.  

This Lent will be a season of transiƟon for me and for our congregaƟon. On Tues-
day, March 5, I will be pastor of two congregaƟons, as our partnership with Cross 
Roads Presbyterian Church takes effect.  

For nearly a year, your congregaƟon leaders and I have been in prayer and 
thoughƞul congregaƟon about this partnership. We believe this is the best way for-
ward for our congregaƟon, as well as a great opportunity to strengthen our Chris-
Ɵan witness within the Leechburg community.  

While I am excited about this new chapter in my ministry, there is also grief. Some 
will welcome the worship Ɵme change to 10:30 while some will not. It will be diffi-
cult for me to be absent from here at Ɵmes so that I can be faithful to the people of 
Cross Roads. There will be many things I want to do which I will not have Ɵme to 
do. Thankfully, this church lives through the giŌs of all its members, not just mine. 
We have tremendous leaders and dedicated volunteers whose works make this 
church what it is. I am thankful for Deb Smail, our administrator, whose talents 
have already proved to be a tremendous asset to our congregaƟon. I will need your 
help running the livestream since I will not have much Ɵme to set everything up 
between services. I will also need your help planning and publicizing ministries for 
our children. Several of you have already stepped forward, and I thank God for you. 

Change is never easy, but we will be together through this change. We are living 
out what Lent is all about: a journey of laying down and leƫng go so that we can 
become a new creaƟon through the cross and resurrecƟon of Jesus Christ. We are a 
church that is always being made new, and for that, I rejoice! 

See you on Sunday, 
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Our mission: 

“We are a people called 
together into the life-
transforming ministry of 
the Gospel, empowered to 
share our lives for the 
blessing of the world.” 
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FRIDAY, FEB. 2—6:30pm 

January’s movie is  
Bee Movie! 

There will be a light dinner and 
movie theater popcorn! Bring 

your friends! Everyone is 
welcome. 

Presented under CVLI  
License #5944303 

WINTER BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesday, February 7 at 6:30 

You can also parƟcipate on Zoom by visiƟng zoom.us 
or calling (301) 715-8592 and entering meeƟng ID# 
950-761-3304 . 

Contact Doreen Smeal with quesƟons (724-448-4188 
or doreen.smeal@gmail.com)  
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Ministry Sharing Update 
The Joint Ministries Council met on January 11, and a 
final draŌ of the ministry sharing agreement was 
forwarded to the SWPA Bishop’s Office and the 
Kiskiminetas Presbytery for their approval. The 
agreement was adopted at the January 28 
congregaƟonal meeƟng by a vote of 31-2. Pastor Jim 
will begin serving both congregaƟons on Tuesday, 
March 5. 
 
ChairliŌ Update 
Karen and Tim Zimmerman donated an indoor 

chairliŌ to the church, which will be installed in the 
stairwell between the main church building and the 
parish house. AddiƟonal electrical work must be 
completed before installaƟon. 
 
Bell Tower Update 
Electrical work was completed by Old Ironsides 
Electrical, LLC at a cost of $600. 
 
VacaƟon Bible School 
We will be teaming up with Hebron Lutheran, First 
United Methodist, and Cross Roads Presbyterian 
Churches to host VBS on June 17-21. 
 
Worship Time Change 

Our Sunday Worship Time will change to 10:30, 
effecƟve February 11. 

Birthdays and anniversaries are omiƩed from online posƟngs to protect members’ privacy 
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  AssisƟng Ministers Acolytes Altar Guild Counters Food Pantry 

John Smail Jacob Boarts Debbie Smail 
 

Amanda Graham 
Sandy Smythe Sandy Smythe 

11 Jason Delp Josey Smorey 
Cheryl Nelson 

Carolyn Shaffer 
Doreen Smeal 
Nathan Boarts Lois Bowser 

14 Andi McCool  
Donna Crawford 

Sandi Kulick 
  

18 Alicia Szarek Jillian Boarts Lois Bowser 
Sandy Smythe 

Alicia Szarek 
Margaret McKallip Janis Hill 

Nathan Boarts Spencer Libengood Janis Hill 
Diane Kuhn 

David Moran 
Margaret McKallip Terra Kardos 



 

5 

 

SERMON 
SERIES 

Feb. 4—5th Sunday aŌer 
Epiphany 

Beginning of the Good News 
Psalm 122 

Mark 6:1-29 
 

Feb 11—TransfiguraƟon 
Sunday 

Mark 8:27 – 9:8  
 Psalm 27:1-4  

 
Feb 14—Ash Wednesday 

Passion PredicƟon 
Mark 9:30-37  
 Psalm 32:1-5  

 
Feb. 18—1st Sunday of Lent 

First Last and  Last First  
 Mark 10:17-31  
Psalm 19:7-10  

 
Feb. 25—2nd Sunday of 

Lent 
BarƟmaeus Healed  

 Mark 10:32-52  
Psalm 34:11-14  
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THE LITTLE FREE PANTRY NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT!  
Support the ministry through monetary giŌs marked 
"LiƩle Free Pantry" or by donaƟng the following non
-perishable items: Pasta side dishes, Spagheƫ, Pasta 
sauce (no glass, please), Instant potatoes, Pop Tarts, 
Macaroni and cheese boxes, Cereals (in single-
serving size), Fruit cups, Pudding cups, Peanut 
buƩer, Snack crackers in individual packs, Tuna in 
cans or pouches, and Shelf-stable milk. Thank you 
for making a difference! 

FOOD PANTRY 

Your giŌs make a difference! 
Please conƟnue to give generously.  To support our 
church with your offerings, visit our website at  

hƩp://www.servinggodgracefully.net  and click GIVE 
ONLINE.  All major credit cards and e-checks are 

Saturday, February 17, 9:00—1:00 
The Clothing Closet volunteers meet every 
Monday morning at 9am—12pm to sort clothing 
and keep things running smoothly.  If you would 
like to volunteer, please contact Kathy Munko at 
(724) 845-8974 or by email at 
kathymunko@hotmail.com. 

The Clothing Closet 

Candle Oil Sponsor 
Given by Richard Baker in memory of 

Cheryl Baker 
 

BulleƟn Sponsor 
available 

Monthly Sponsors 
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Pastor James Arter’s Office Hours 

TUESDAY 9:00 AM—10:00 AM 
WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM—12:00 PM 
THURSDAY 9:00 AM—12:00 PM 

Contact informaƟon: 
Email: pr.jim@comcast.net 

Office: 724-845-7518 
Home: 724-212-7240 

930 Wildlife Lodge Rd. Apt. 302 
Lower Burrell, PA 15068 

Want to read Pastor Jim’s 
sermons?  

Check out his BLOG online at 
jamesarter3.blogspot.com 

Like us on Facebook and stay con-
nected with all that’s happening in 
our church: 

facebook.com/servinggodgracefully 

Join our Facebook Group First Lu-
theran and Friends to share prayer requests, com-
municate about events, and more! 

hƩps://www.facebook.com/
groups/472072791043479   

Ink Cartridges 

Bring your empty cartridges to 
the church and help us 
reduce the cost of office 
supplies! 

 

Feb. 24 

The Tower deadline for the  
January newsleƩer is 

 

Do you have something you would like to 
publish in the next newsleƩer?  Contact the 
church office: felc@salsgiver.com or  
724-845-7518 

 
 
We are now on 
 
 
Worship with us Live at 9:30 or catch up any Ɵme! 

 
Subscribe to our channel to grow our livestream 

and spread the good word about our church! 
 

youtube.com/@servinggodgracefully 

Parish Administrator: Deborah Smail 
Office hours: Wednesdays 8--1 

 
Church Treasurer: Ruth Sloan 

rae_rae1963@yahoo.com 
 

Council President: Sandy Smythe 
mainesmythe@live.com 
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Thank you for all of your cards, giŌs, and prayers for 
me and my family at Christmas! You are a blessing! 
+Pastor Jim 
 
Thank you for the beauƟful giŌ basket. 
-Sara Rupert 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Jesus loves... 

Sundays—10:30 
effecƟve 2/11 

 

Livestream on YouTube 
youtube.com/@servinggodgracefully 

 
Visit our website 

www.servinggodgracefully.net 
 


