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Grace and peace to you!

Our small group Bible study began a fascinating conversation around the Book of Ecclesiastes,
one of the Old Testament wisdom books. This book is best known for the poem in chapter 3:
“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.”
Time steadily marches us through the seasons, each of which presents its own beauties and
challenges. Autumn brings its cooler temperatures, the brilliant coloring of the falling leaves,
and the harvesting of fields and orchards.
But soon, it will be two years since the global pandemic began, and the normalcy we’ve longed
for these two years has proved elusive, despite a few periods of time when the threat has
appeared lessened.
I’m reminded of a line from one of my favorite books, The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe:
“it’s winter in Narnia, and has been for ever so long… always winter, but never Christmas.”
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I know I’m ahead of myself to be talking about Christmas in October, but what a gift it would
be for the pandemic to melt away like winter’s snow drifts, that we can finally live freely of its
scourge! Unfortunately, the tragic increase in hospitalizations and deaths has been
accompanied with frustration, anger, and division. But have we not realized that if partisan
bickering, blaming, and fighting were the answer to the pandemic, it would have been gone by
now?
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Like lilies sprouting despite the snow, a new season is dawning—one in which we summon the
better angels of our nature to reclaim hope and love as God’s power to end not just the
Coronavirus pandemic, but the division pandemic, the apathy pandemic, and the fear
pandemic. The love, patience, and generosity of ordinary people is more than sufficient not
only to survive and defeat the pandemic, but also to ease all of the crises of our time.
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Let this be a season in which we commit ourselves to praying for and with each other, so that
no one suffers alone. Let this be a season in which we seek the wisdom and guidance of God in
the Scriptures while tuning out the constant droning of advertising and 24-hour news. Let this
be a season in which we open our hearts to the less fortunate in our communities and around
the world.
For everything, there is a season—and this is the season to heal, to build up, to love, and to
make peace.
As people of God, let us announce to the world that Jesus’s love is the power to meet and
overcome the challenges of our time.
See you on Sunday,
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BIBLE STUDY— Join us in-person or online
every other Wednesday at 6:30 PM! Our
next gathering will be on October 6 when
we will continue our study of the Book of
Ecclesiastes.

To participate in Bible Study on Zoom, click
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9507613304
You may also dial in by phone: (301) 715-8592
and enter meeting ID: 950 761 3304
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new
church
treasurer
Ruth Ann Sloan has been named our new church treasurer,
effective Oct. 1. She is also the treasurer of Bethesda in
Lower Burrell and brings many years of experience.

Your offerings matter!

Phone: (878) 847-5334
Email: rae_rae1963@yahoo.com

Church expenses carry on, even when activities are
canceled. Please continue to give generously. It
has never been easier to give online. To support
our church with your offerings, visit our website at

We thank Don Aber for his many years of dedicated
service to our congregation.

http://www.servinggodgracefully.net

Clothing Closet

and click GIVE ONLINE. All major credit cards and
e-checks are accepted. You may also drop your
offering off through the mail slot at the parish
house entrance.

Daylight Savings Time
DON’T FORGET
TO FALL BACK!

Reopens Saturday, October 16 from 9am-1pm!
The Clothing Closet is getting back to normal. More
people are coming and show us the need is there. If you
are looking for opportunities to volunteer, your helping
hands are needed! We sort donations every Monday
morning at 9am—12pm. Also, the third Wednesday
of every month, Mission Dan comes to take our sorting
bags away. If you could help for an hour, strong hands
are needed to carry the bags up the steps to the curb.

11/7/21
Do you have something you would like to publish in the
next newsletter? Contact Terra Kardos!

Now is a great time to get involved! Please reply
contact Kathy Munko if you can help:

terrakardos@gmail.com
724-889-7770

(724) 845-8974 or kathymunko@hotmail.com.

Ink Cartridges

The Tower deadline for the
Dec-Jan newsletter is

Thank you to all who have
brought in ink cartridges. Please
continue to bring them in. This
helps save considerably on our
office supplies!

November 16
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And we know that all things work together for
good to them that love God.
Romans 8:28

THE FOOD PANTRY

First Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for the support that you gave
my mother over so many years. I appreciate the
wonderful service and the memorable lunch
served after the service. The food is just what my
mother would have ordered; and Lois Bowser and
Doreen Smeal were wonderful. I want to make a
donation to the church as a thanks.
Best regards,
Bob and Donna Fulton

Our outdoor food panty is doing well. The community
has been taking advantage of it everyday. If you would
like to donate, we accept donations in the form of nonperishable foods, gift cards , and cash or check donations made payable to “First Lutheran Church Food Pantry.” For further information, or if you’d like to volunteer to help check the box for a week, please contact
Kathy Munko at:

Leechburg Pumpkin Trail
On Saturday, October 30, from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm,
our church, along with other Leechburg businesses in
the community, will be participating in Leechburg’s
annual Pumpkin Trail! Kids will trick-or-treat starting at
the Leechburg Library where they will receive their
pumpkin cards to show where they can go to get
goodies. They will finish up at the Leechburg Volunteer
Fire Company where they will turn in their cards to earn
a free hot dog and a drink!

724-845-8974 or EMAIL kathymunko@hotmail.com

WORD IN SEASON devotional booklets for OctoberDecember are available in
the rear of the church
sanctuary. Pick up your free
copy and be blessed each
day by God’s promises.

We are asking for donations of candy!
For details or if you’d like to pass out treats,
send an email to doreen.smeal@gmail.com.
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ACOLYTES

October

Head Usher
WELCA
Oil
In memory of Kathy Aber
Given by Don Aber
Bulletin Sponsor
In memory of Betty Stover & John Guthrie
Given by Margaret McKallip

October 3

Tabytha Hogan

October 10

Graciella Kiro

October 17

Olivia Smythe

October 24

Spencer Libengood

October 31

Elsa Zalenski

November 7

Graciella Kiro

November 14

Tabytha Hogan

November 21

Olivia Smythe

November 28

Spencer Libengood

ASSISTING MINISTERS
October 3

Victoria Hogan

October 10

Margaret McKallip

October 17

John Smail

Oil
In memory of loved ones
Given by Chris Fuller

October 24

Jason Delp

October 31

Andi McCool

Bulletin Sponsor
In memory of Mr. & Mrs. H. E. Long and
Mr. & Mrs W. C. Baker
Given by Rich Baker

November 7

Margaret McKallip

November 14

Victoria Hogan

November 21

John Smail

November 28

Andi McCool

November

Head Usher
Bob Carter

COUNTERS
Oct 3

Tom Smythe

Victoria Hogan

Nov 7

Clint Graham

John Smail

Oct 10

John Smail

Lois Bowser

Nov 14

Doreen Smeal

Michelle Baldesberger

Oct 17

Becky Panzak

Michelle Baldesberger

Nov 21

John Smail

Becky Panzak

Oct 24

Doreen Smeal

Tom Smythe

Nov 28

Lois Bowser

Tom Smythe

Oct 31

Terra Kardos

Lois Bowser
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Altar Guild
December 5

Cheryl Nelson
Carolyn Shaffer

Blue

December 12

Janis Hill
Sandy Smythe

Blue

December 19

Kathy Munko
Donna Crawford

Blue

December 24

Doreen Smeal
Lynette Israel

White

December 26

Debbie Smail
Michelle Baldesberger

White

Do you like to sing? Consider joining one of
our church choirs! The Chancel Choir rehearses on the 1st and 3rd Sundays, 8:30—9:00 am.
The Contemporary Choir rehearses on the 2nd
and 4th Sundays AFTER church for about 1/2
hour. Contact Becky Panzak if interested at
rebpan@consolidated.net.

JUST FOR KIDS!

If you love to work with children, come be a part
of our Children’s Ministry Team. We’re looking
for individuals to help plan crafts, games, and
more. And with pre-made curriculums, it’s never
been easier!
For questions or details, contact Pastor Jim at

724-212-7240 or email at
pr.jim@comcast.net
or contact
Terra Kardos at terrakardos@gmail.com
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SAVE THE DATES!
Sundays at 9:30
In Person or
Via Facebook LIVE

Sat, Oct 16

Clothing Closet

9:00 am—1:00 pm

Sun, Oct 17

Sunday School

11:00 am—12:00 pm

Wed, Oct 20

Bible Study

6:30 pm—7:30 pm

Sun, Oct 24

Grief Share
2:00 pm
Surviving the Holidays

Sat Oct 30

Pumpkin Trail

11:00 am—1:00 pm

Wed, Nov 3

Bible Study

6:30 pm—7:30 pm

Sun, Nov 7

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME

Sun, Nov 7

Council Meeting

11:00 am—12:00 pm

Wed, Nov 17

Bible Study

6:30 pm—7:30 pm

Sat, Nov 20

Clothing Closet

9:00 am—1:00 pm

Sun, Nov 21

Sunday School

11:00 am—12:00 pm

We continue to worship via Facebook Live. Join us at

www.facebook.com/servinggodgracefully
And don’t forget to click the thumbs up
to like us and to stay connected with all
that’s happening in our church!

Visit our website!
www.servinggodgracefully.net
Want to read Pastor Jim’s sermons?
Check out his BLOG online at

Thurs, Nov 25 HAPPY THANKSGIVING

http://jamesarter3.blogspot.com

Wed, Dec 1

Bible Study

6:30 pm—7:30 pm

where you can read all his sermons
and Bible studies, past and present!

Sun, Dec 5

Council Meeting

11:00 am—12:00 pm

contact information

Pastor James Arter’s Office Hours
TUESDAY

9:00 AM—10:00 AM

WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM—12:00 PM
THURSDAY

Pastor James Arter
930 Wildlife Lodge Road, Apt. 302
Lower Burrell, PA 15068
Phone: 724-212-7240
Email: pr.jim@comcast.net

9:00 AM—12:00 PM

First Evangelical Lutheran Church
358 Main Street
Leechburg, PA 15656-1356
Phone: 724-845-7518

If you are in need of prayer or
spiritual guidance, please call
Pastor Jim at 724-212-7240.
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